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Soulsville Foundation announces Second Annual Power of Music 
Honors to celebrate the power drive for positive change; Dr. 
Zak Ozmo to receive the inaugural Health & Wellness Award

beginning in Memphis, Tennes-
see, during the April 11, 2026 
rodeo at the AgriCenter Show-
place Arena. The program will 
deliver vital health education, 
raise awareness about the impor-
tance of colorectal cancer screen-
ing, and foster meaningful 
community engagement directly 
at rodeo events. 
 The need for innovative ap-
proaches to addressing health-
care disparities has never been 
more urgent. Black Americans 
and other underserved popula-
tions continue to face systemic 
barriers to quality healthcare, re-
sulting in higher mortality rates 
and poorer health outcomes. 
Black Americans are more likely 
than white individuals to be dia-
gnosed with CRC at a young age, 
with approximately 20% greater 
CRC incidence and 40% greater  
CRC-related mortality. 
The Shield Across America tour 
is a coast-to-coast initiative in-
tended to educate people on the 
importance of staying up to date 
with their recommended colon 
cancer screening, and to raise 
awareness of new FDA-ap-
proved screening options, like 
the Shield blood test for color-
ectal cancer, that make it easier 
for Americans to complete their 
lifesaving screening. 
By removing barriers to screen-
ing, this initiative aims to close 
the colorectal cancer screening 
gap and help more Americans get 
screened, particularly in under-

Bill Pickett Invitational Rodeo  
continues ‘Riding Across  
America for Community 
Health’ ... from sports page 1 

MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 13, 
2026 /PRNewswire/ -- Soulsville 
Foundation announced the sec-
ond annual Power of Music 
Honors, to be held April 30, 
2026, at Crosstown Theater in 
Memphis. The event will rec-
ognize leaders using music to 
drive social impact, with Dr. Žak 
Ozmo named the inaugural recip-
ient of the Health & Wellness 
Award. Additional honorees, in-
cluding a music award recipient, 
will be announced in the coming 
weeks. Tickets are on sale now. 
General admission tickets are 
$50, and VIP tickets are $100. 
For more information, call 901-
946-2535.  
  Inspired by the legacy and im-
pact of Stax Records—the Power 
of Music Honors highlights 
music's role beyond performance 
— as a force for opportunity, 
community development, and 
cultural influence. During its 
heyday, Stax helped create jobs, 
engage young people, and foster 
entrepreneurship, demonstrating 
how music can serve as a catalyst 
for lasting social impact. 
Established in 2025, the Honors 
celebrates individuals and organ-
izations who extend music's in-
fluence into areas such as 
education, wellness, and com-
munity building. The program re-
flects a growing understanding 
that music can open pathways, 
support well-being, and help 
shape cultural movements that 
resonate across generations. 
Dr. Žak Ozmo, founder and CEO 
of the Ozmo Institute for Neuro-
aesthetics, is an internationally 
recognized musician and scholar 
whose work explores how music 
shapes the brain, health, and 
human experience. From sup-
porting children with disabilities 
to advancing research on emo-
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tional and cognitive health, his 
work brings together music, 
science, innovation, and com-
munity to create evidence-based 
approaches that support healing, 
resilience, and human connec-
tion. 
"I grew up in Bosnia listening to 
my father's record collection, 
which included Stax record-
ings—music from Memphis that 
carried a profound sense of soul 
and resilience across continents," 
says Ozmo. "Having survived the 
Bosnian War as a refugee in my 
early adulthood, I could never 
have imagined that my journey 
would one day bring me to Mem-
phis. My work at the intersection 
of music, neuroscience, and 
health has been shaped by a deep 
belief in music's power to heal, 
connect, and transform lives. To 
be recognized by the Soulsville 
Foundation in a city that has 
given so much to the world 
through music is an extraordi-
nary honor, one I share with all 
who believe in its ability to 
change lives." 
The Power of Music Honors are 
especially fitting in Memphis, a 
city globally recognized for 
music's central role in shaping 
activism, economic vitality, and 
cultural resilience. The Soulsville 
Foundation's mission is to per-
petuate the legacy of Stax 
Records by preserving its rich 
cultural history, educating youth, 
and inspiring the next generation 
of artists. Its programmatic work 
is founded on the belief that 
music is a universal instrument 
that can transform lives. 
"Through his decades of ground-
breaking work—and most re-
cently, the creation of the Ozmo 
Institute for Neuroaesthetics—
Žak Ozmo is helping us under-
stand what artists have long 

known – music has the power to 
heal," says Pat Mitchell Worley, 
CEO of Soulsville Foundation. 
"His work bridges science and 
creativity, advancing how we 
think about music's role in sup-
porting physical, mental, and 

cognitive well-being." 
Pronunciation note: Dr. Žak 
Ozmo is pronounced as "Zhak 
Ohz-moh". 
The Power of Music Honors is 
supported by ARTSMemphis, 
Duncan Williams Asset Manage-

ment, First Horizon Foundation, 
Henry and Lynn Turley Founda-
tion, Mempho Presents, Paragon 
Bank, and Wilson Foundation. 
 About Soulsville Foundation 
The Soulsville Foundation is 
dedicated to perpetuating the soul 

of Stax Records by preserving its 
rich cultural legacy, educating 
youth for lifelong success, and 
inspiring the next generation of 
artists. Located in the former 
home of Stax Records in the his-
toric Soulsville neighborhood in 
Memphis, Tennessee.  
 
 The Foundation advances its 
mission through three intercon-
nected programs: the Stax Mu-
seum of American Soul Music, 
The Soulsville Charter School, 
and the Stax Music Academy. 
Through a commitment to educa-
tion, community, and cultural 
preservation, the Soulsville 
Foundation continues to honor 
the legacy of Stax while empow-
ering future generations to lead, 
create, and thrive. 

served communities. Built on 
Guardant’s proprietary technol-
ogy pioneered more than a dec-
ade ago, Shield is covered by 
Medicare, the Veterans Affairs 
Community Care Network, and 
TRICARE for active-duty serv-
ice members, and is commer-
cially available across the U.S. 
This collaboration between 
BPIR, BBWF, and Guardant 
Health represents a powerful in-
tersection of culture, community, 
and care, reinforcing BPIR’s on-
going mission to uplift and em-
power communities across the 
country. 
  
For more information about the 
Bill Pickett Invitational Rodeo 
and tour schedule, visit 
www.billpickettrodeo.com.  
   
For more information about the 
Black Beauty and Wellness 
Foundation, visit www.black-
beautyandwellness.com.  
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Inspired by the legacy and 
impact of Stax Records—the 
Power of Music Honors high-
lights music's role beyond 
performance — as a force for 
opportunity, community de-
velopment, and cultural in-
fluence. During its heyday, 
Stax helped create jobs, en-
gage young people, and foster 
entrepreneurship, demon-
strating how music can serve 
as a catalyst for lasting social 
impact. 

The need for innovative ap-
proaches to addressing 
healthcare disparities has 
never been more urgent. 
Black Americans and other 
underserved populations 
continue to face systemic 
barriers to quality health-
care, resulting in higher 
mortality rates and poorer 
health outcomes. 
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